
 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL   

NEWSLETTER APRIL 2009 
 

April’s character trait is The Golden Rule.   

 

 

 

 

 
March’s Character Trait “Respect” Students of the Month

PreK 

AM – Emma Steffenhagen 

PM – Christopher Karns 

 

Kindergarten 

Mrs. Bower – Kaley McCracken 

Mrs. Hintz – Courtney Sexton 

Mrs. Signore – Adam Delity 

Mrs. Simpson – Noah Steinbroner 

 

Grade 1 

Miss Gemza – Adrian de Orbe 

Mr. Wilson – Julianna Giannicchi 

 

Grade 2 

Mr. Hintz – Ned Hartsell 

Mrs. Polasik – Brenden Chudy 

 

Grade 3 

Mrs. Donoghue – Zachary Kurtis 

Mr. Przybyla – Walter Woodarek  

Mrs. Woodarek – Mickala Michael 

 

Grade 4 

Mr. Delity – Jacob Marsh 

Mrs. Tomblin – Katherine Barry

 

 

Grade 5 

Mrs. Fitzpatrick – Stone Wilson 

Mrs. Moore – Leah Westfall 

Mrs. Sexton – Jonas Hurlburt

 

 

 

 
   

  

 

 



Important Dates  
   

 

April 3rd  End of 3rd quarter marking period 

April 6th   First Day of Spring Break 
  April 20th   Students and Staff return from Spring Break 

  April 23rd   Secretary’s Day 

  April 24th   Actual Arbor Day 

     Report Cards Go Home 

  April 28th   NYS Grade 4 Science Exams 

  April 30th   NYS Grade 4 Science Exams 

     Arbor Day Event at 1:30 

 

 

     

 

Communication and Information: 

 
Message from the Principal: 

 

Looking to the Future: 

At the elementary level we are planning to offer a Global Culture and Spanish class for 

students in grades 3, 4 and 5. We are planning to increase the level of technology instruction for 

the future. We are working to make our report cards electronic for next year. We are also 

excited about our efforts in developing a consistent plan for writing instruction. Furthermore, 

our dedication to higher level reading comprehension through the “Mosaic of Thought” strategies 

and our phonics instruction with Phongraphix will be reaffirmed and certainly continue. The 

teaching team here at ECS Elementary is second to none with its commitment to best practice 

for instruction and learning! Thank you to everyone who played a role in making the technology 

global connection with the children of Grenada. We certainly had some great problem solving 

taking place and some great connections to others that may be very different. We learned in 

many ways how people can be alike anywhere.  

In continuing the thought of looking to the future, please refer to the following 

information regarding who will be teaching at various grade levels for the 2009-2010 school-year.  

Fifth Grade- Mrs. Katie Moore 

Fifth Grade- Mrs. Gay Fitzpatrick 

Fourth Grade- Mr. Bill Delity 

Fourth Grade- Mrs. Sandy Tomblin 

Third Grade- Mrs. April Donoghue 

Third Grade- Mrs. Kim Woodarek 

Second Grade- Mrs. Marion Polasik 

Second Grade- Mr. James Przybyla 

First Grade- Ms. Teri Gemza 

First Grade- Mrs. Margaret Signore 



First Grade- Mrs. Deb Hintz 

First Grade- Mrs. Jerry Hintz 

Kindergarten- Mr. Scott Wilson (Mr. Wilson will be looping up to First Grade with his class for the 2010-2011 school year.) 

Kindergarten- Mrs. Deb Simpson 

We will also be planning to have individual conversations with families in planning for the 

programming for each Preschool age student. Please give me a call with any questions about your 3 

or 4 year old for the future. We are committed to making families feel welcomed, heard and a 

part of their child’s educational planning. Please remember to make your appointment for 

Kindergarten screening for your young ECS Eagle if they are in Preschool or will be five years old 

by December 1st. Please call the office to make your screening appointment. 

In closing, “Welcome spring!” We have had a very long winter this past year. We have 

enjoyed plenty of time with family and friends enjoying learning together, holding special school 

events and enjoying both indoor and outdoor sporting activities and events. We certainly do try 

and make the best of our WNY winter weather around here and we had plenty of it this year. 

When we return to school after the spring break, I will be greeting everyone with the same 

smiling face but with a new last name. I will be getting married to Mr. Dave Poulin, known to many 

of the children as “Artist Dave”. I look forward to returning after vacation with the new name, 

Mrs. Connie Poulin. Thank you to everyone who has gone out of their way to offer best wishes. 

ECS is certainly a wonderful family! Have a great vacation and please don’t hesitate to call if you 

have any questions or concerns.  

 
Please feel free to ask for a hand if you need anything or lend a hand if you can because, “Hand in Hand, We All Learn 

Together.” 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS:  

• CALL THE SCHOOL IF YOUR CHILD IS ABSENT – 699-2318. 

• REMEMBER WHEN BRINGING YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL, FOR SAFETY REASONS NO 

VEHICLES SHOULD BE PARKED IN THE FRONT OF THE SCHOOL; PLEASE PARK IN THE 

ELEMENTARY PARKING LOT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Exciting News from the Elementary Computer Lab 
By: Mrs. Hunt 

 

One of the first steps to computer literacy is learning how to use the keyboard! With this 

in mind, students in grades K-2 have begun using a new and exciting program called Type to Learn, 

Jr. The students experience age-appropriate instruction in keyboarding that will help them use 

the computer with greater ease.  

          The small sizes of young students' hands are kept in mind in this animated program that 

takes students from keyboard awareness to typing carefully selected words into short sentences. 

          With exciting characters from the “Sunbuddies” group, the children are taken through the 

lively paces of this program. They are learning to: 

o divide the keyboard into left- and right-hand keys  

o locate letters and numbers with increasing reliability  

o use the shift key for uppercase letters  

o use the space bar and Return/Enter key  

o type simple words and short sentences  

o type simple punctuation  

         Watch your students become keyboard savvy with this awesome program! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 


