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February’s character trait is Trustworthiness/Honesty.   
 

 

 

 

 

January Character Trait “Perseverance” Students for the Month  
  

 

PreK 

AM – Isabella Bacon 

PM – Matthew Ives 

 

Kindergarten 

Mrs. Bower – Kimberly Weaver 

Mrs. Hintz – Erin Quinn 

Mrs. Signore – Jenna Hadley 

Mrs. Simpson – Hayly Fredrickson 

 

Grade 1 

Miss Gemza – Jacob Rust 

Mr. Wilson – Lauren Karns 

 

Grade 2 

Mr. Hintz – Elijah Little 

Mrs. Polasik – Steven Rowland 

 

Grade 3 

Mrs. Donoghue – Griffin Chudy 

Mr. Przybyla – Hunter O’Stricker 

Mrs. Woodarek – Lucas Foster 

 

Grade 4 

Mr. Delity – Bailey Dineen 

Mrs. Tomblin – Austin Whitmer

 

 

Grade 5 

Mrs. Fitzpatrick – Cameron Eddy 

Mrs. Moore – Andrew Quinn 

Mrs. Sexton – Jordan Stoehr

 

 

 

 
   

  

 



 

Important Dates  
   

Reading Celebration Month!!!!! 

February 2nd Kick-off Reading Celebration Assembly with Hill Brothers 

February 4th PTO Meeting to plan for the Dime Carnival 

February 6th  All County Chorus @ ECS 

February 7th  Elementary All County @ ECS 

February 9th Elementary Report cards go home 

February 10th “Pioneer Lunch” 

February 13th  Dental Health Presentation for Grade 3 

February 11th PTO Meeting to plan for the Dime Carnival 

  February 16th No School – Observance Day – President’s Day 

  February 17th   No School for students – Staff Development Day 

  February 18th Strategic Planning Meeting 

  February 20th “All-American Lunch” 

  February 27th PTO Dime Carnival 6:00-8:00 pm 

     

Communication and Information: 

 
Message from the Principal: 
This month we are excited about our annual “Reading Celebration”.  Our theme for the Reading Celebration 

this year is “We’re All Connected Through History”. Throughout the month of February we will be encouraging 

everyone to be reading machines. The term reading machine came from a song by the Hill Brothers group. We 

will be tracking how much reading is happening with a colorful display of paper people connected throughout the 

hallways at school. We will have a Dime Carnival at the end of the month, a History Themed dress-up day and 

History Themed lunches. Each classroom with be participating with their own History themed activities. There 

will be a giant time-line in the elementary foyer for everyone to enjoy. The Reading Celebration will help to 

motivate us to read! 

 

Motivation is integral to reading achievement, because motivated readers have a more positive attitude toward 

reading and engage in reading more often. Motivated readers possess four common characteristics. These 

readers understand the importance of reading. They recognize that reading in not only a source of knowledge 

and understanding, but a source of entertainment. Motivated readers find reading engaging and take pleasure 

in using their skills to understand a text. They read for enjoyment as well as for school assignments. 

 

Being a reluctant or unmotivated reader can have a direct negative impact on academic achievement and can 

lead to a decline in language and critical-thinking skills. The problem is already prevalent in America society. 

Researchers suggest that only one out of every five Americans who can read engages in recreational reading.  

 

When addressing the question of why some students choose not to read, teachers should consider not only 

ability but also motivation. Motivation is integral to reading achievement, because motivated readers have a 

more positive attitude toward reading and engage in reading more often. When students engage in reading for 

the pleasure and satisfaction derived from the act of reading, they are likely to read more frequently and 

more widely. Because there is a positive correlation between amount and breadth of reading and growth in 

reading achievement, this intrinsic motivation to read ultimately results in a higher level of achievement.  

 

Thank you for making every effort to make reading an integral part of your home environment! 

 



 

 

Note from the Nurse’s Office: 

 

 

Child Safety:  The Importance of Smoke Detectors and 

Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

 

 

 

Now that the winter is in full gear and the holiday season has passed we want to help you 

to have a happy and safe New Year.  There has been much talk in the news recently 

regarding tragedies that have occurred and could have been prevented if smoke detectors or 

carbon monoxide detectors were in place.  Approximately 93% of homes have smoke alarms, 

but only 15% of homes have carbon monoxide detectors.  We would like to expand on this 

and alert you to safety tips and signs and symptoms to be aware of to keep you and your 

family safe. 

 

Simply put, smoke detectors save lives.  Sixty five percent of home fire deaths occur in 

homes with no smoke detectors at all or smoke detectors that do not work.  Smoke is 

sneaky.  Smoke gets hot very, very fast.  Fire spreads quickly, and smoke detectors 

provide you with the warning to give you time to get out. 

 

So how can you protect yourself and family??  Be prepared!  There are three simple steps 

to take now before fire strikes.  First, install smoke detectors on all levels of your home.  

Second, test them monthly to make sure they are working.  Make sure the batteries are in 

working order.  Push the “test” button so everyone in the home knows the sound of the 

alarm.  Thirdly, plan and practice fire drills in your home. 

 

Fire drills are an important part of the plan.  Talk with your family about the best ways to 

get out quickly.  Have a meeting place outside and in front of your home.  If you live in an 

apartment building, be aware of all the exits and the quickest way to get out.  Each 

apartment building should have a fire evacuation plan – make sure you read it and provide 

the information to your family.  Make sure you practice fire drills twice a year so the 

information stays fresh in everyone’s mind. 

 

Just as smoke is silent, so is carbon monoxide.  Carbon monoxide is an odorless, colorless 

gas that can cause sudden death and illness.  Carbon monoxide poisoning occurs because 

blood cells pick up carbon monoxide more quickly that they pick up oxygen.  If there is a lot 

of carbon monoxide in the air, the body may replace oxygen in the blood with carbon 

monoxide.  This blocks oxygen from circulating throughout the body which can damage 

tissues and result in death.  Each year, carbon monoxide is responsible for 400 deaths, 

20,000 emergency room visits and 400 hospitalizations in the United States. 

 



What causes the buildup of carbon monoxide in your home?  Carbon monoxide is produced 

whenever any fuel is burned.   If appliances are working properly, the amount produced is 

not hazardous.  However, if appliances are not working properly or are used incorrectly, 

dangerous levels of carbon monoxide can build up.  In addition, if cars are left idling in the 

garage (whether the doors are open or closed) and the garage is attached to your home, 

carbon monoxide can seep in under the door and accumulate. 

 

There are several ways to protect yourself and family.  First and foremost, make sure you 

have carbon monoxide detectors on each level of your home.   Make sure all fuel burning 

appliances as well as fireplaces and wood stoves are inspected annually.  Be aware of the 

signs and symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning.   They include mild symptoms such as 

shortness of breath, mild nausea and mild headaches.  At moderate levels you may 

experience severe headaches, dizziness, mental confusion, nausea and faintness.  Many of 

these symptoms mimic those of the flu, food poisoning or illness.  Think carbon monoxide 

poisoning if several family members develop similar symptoms in a short period of time.  It 

is always wise to play it safe. 

 

What do you do if you think you have symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning or if your 

carbon monoxide detectors go off?  Quickly, open doors and windows, and leave the house.  

Call 911, and go to the nearest hospital emergency room for evaluation.  In addition, have 

the fire department check your home for levels of carbon monoxide.   

 

It is not my goal to alarm you but to make you aware of hazards that are lurking in your 

home and can be avoided.  I hope these tips keep you safe throughout the year. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost and Found Items:  A few items have been collected in the office. 
 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS:  

• CALL THE SCHOOL IF YOUR CHILD IS ABSENT – 699-2318. 

• REMEMBER WHEN BRINGING YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL, FOR SAFETY REASONS NO 

VEHICLES SHOULD BE PARKED IN THE FRONT OF THE SCHOOL; PLEASE PARK IN THE 

ELEMENTARY PARKING LOT. 

 
 

 

 


