
Ellicottville Elementary 
NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2009 

 

January’s character trait is 

Perseverance.   

Important Dates 
   

January 6th  Grade 4 Stranger Danger 

January 7th PTO Meeting (Planning for Dime Carnival) 

  January 8th  Grades 2 & 3 Performing Arts Program in Olean  

     Ski Club Begins 

  January 13th- 15th  NYS English Language Arts Assessments 

  January 19th  No School – Observance Day – Martin Luther King 

  January 20th   End of Marking Period 

  January 21st  PTO Meeting (Planning for Dime Carnival) 

  January 30th  No School for students – Rating Day 

  Jan. & Feb.   Read to Dooley the Dog !  

 

 

Come Read With Dooley The Dog Again!!  

The Ellicottville Memorial Library is pleased to continue the Reading Education Assistance 

Dogs program (READ).  This program improves children’s reading and communication skills by 

employing a powerful method: reading to a dog.  But not just any dog.  Dooley is a registered 

therapy animal that volunteers with his owner/handler (Martha Brown) as a team.   

When a READ dog is listening, the environment is transformed, a child’s dread is replaced 

by eager anticipation, and learning occurs.  The handler is also a skilled facilitator, who provides 

support while shifting performance pressure off the child. The goal is to offer an opportunity to 

practice reading, which will help a child build vocabulary, increase understanding of the material, 

and gain fluency as a reader. 

 

Dooley will be at the Ellicottville Memorial Library:  
1/16 – 3:15 pm – 5:00 pm       



1/17 – 10am – noon  
1/30 - 3:15 pm – 5:00 pm  
1/31 – 10am – noon  
2/6 - 3:15 pm – 5:00 pm   

2/7 – 10am – noon         

Your son/daughter can bring a favorite book, or choose from a stack of “Dooley’s 

favorites” on the day of the program.  If you are interested in signing up for a 15 minute time 

period, or, if you have any additional questions, please contact Laura Flanagan at the Library 

(699-2842). 

 

Communication and Information: 
Message from Ms. Pound, School Principal: 
 

Happy New Year to all our Ellicottville Central families.  I hope 2009 will be a 

memorable year for all the wonderful times you share.  Our holiday events here at 

Ellicottville Central were special this past December.  Thank you to our PTO for organizing 

the Family Fun Night on December 4th.  Heartfelt thanks go out to everyone who helped 

with and donated to the Project Christmas program.  Ellicottville Central students were 

provided with great opportunities to express their compassion and generosity with others 

through the Project Christmas Program.   Our Holiday Concert held at the High School 

Gymnasium on December 11th was a wonderful success.   Special thanks to our Music 

Teachers Mrs. Waldron and Mrs. Weller for conducting and organizing our ECS Elementary 

musical performance.   Thank you to our Second and Third Grade teachers for helping on 

the evening of the concert.  It was terrific to have so many family members join in our 

celebration.   

 

Our second and third graders will have the opportunity to attend a Performing Arts 

Program on January 8th.   Please be certain to ask them details about the program.  We 

are planning for the return of the Dime Carnival which will be taking place on February 27th.   

Please try to attend one of the PTO planning meetings or call Melissa Ives our PTO 

president if you can be of any help with this fun family event. 

 

January brings us back to the completion of our first semester academic goals.  The 

New York State English Language Arts assessments will be administered during the week of 

January 12th from the 13th to the 16th.   Fourth graders will take the exam on Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday, January 13th through 15th.   Third and fifth graders will be 

tested on Tuesday and Wednesday, January 13th and 14th.   Regular attendance is very 

important on these days, as results become part of the students’ permanent records.   

Students have been given the opportunity to practice the various parts of the assessments 

in their classes, and the best preparation right before the testing is a good night’s rest, a 

good breakfast and punctuality on testing days.  Thank you for continuing to support our 

students’ outstanding academic performance.   As we prepare to begin the second semester, 

please know that the combined efforts from students, staff and parents are critical in 

ensuring that every individual Ellicottville Elementary student reaches his or her academic 



and social potential.  We are so grateful that as a community, home and school, we are able 

to provide such outstanding opportunities for our children. 

 

Note from Mrs. Golley, School Nurse: 

 

WHEN TO KEEP A CHILD HOME 

WITH ILLNESS DURING COLD AND FLU SEASON 

 

Sometimes it can be difficult for a parent to decide whether to send children to school 

when they wake up with early symptoms of an illness or complaints that they do not feel 

well.  In general, during cold and flu season, unless your child is significantly ill, the best 

place for them is in school where they have all already been exposed to the same germs and 

where they are less likely to expose other more vulnerable people, like the very young or 

very old, to their routine bouts of cold and flu.   Remind and show your children to discard 

used tissues promptly, not to share personal items, to cover their mouths when they cough 

or sneeze, to keep their hands away from their face, and to wash hands thoroughly and 

often with soap and warm water.  Suggest that they silently sing Happy Birthday song twice 

while washing their hands.   However, there are some situations in which it is best to plan 

on keeping your child home for a day to rest or to arrange for an appointment with your 

health care provider.  The following are a few such situations that warrant watching and 

possibly conferring with your health care provider: 

 

� Persistent fever greater than 100.4 orally, including a fever 

that requires control with medication, like Tylenol 

� Child is too sleepy or ill from an illness, like vomiting and/or 

diarrhea, to profit from sitting in class all day 

� Significant cough that makes a child feel uncomfortable or disrupts the 

class 

� Sore throat that is severe, accompanied by fever and/or feeling ill, that 

persists longer that 48 hours, OR after known exposure to a confirmed case of 

Streptococcal throat infection 

� Honey-crested sores around the nose and mouth or rash on other body parts 

that might be impetigo; OR a rash in various stages including boils, sores and 

bumps that may be chicken pox; OR a significant rash accompanied by other 

symptoms of illness such as fever 

� Red, runny eyes that distract the child from learning 

� Large amount of discolored nasal discharge, especially if accompanied by facial 

pain or headache 

� Severe ear pain or drainage from the ear 

� Severe headache, especially if accompanied by fever 

� Any condition that you think may be serious or contagious to 

others. 

 



Whenever there is an outbreak of a specific contagious infection, the school sends out a 

notice to alert you to watch out for any symptoms.   If your child starts to develop 

symptoms, it is important that you alert your own health care provider that your child had 

had possible exposure.   Be sure to ask your provider when it is safe for your child to 

return to school, both for your child’s health and for the health of the rest of the school.   

If you send your child to school even though you suspect there is significant illness as 

described above, please call the school nurse to provide her/him with phone numbers where 

you can be reached that day should your child become more ill and require early dismissal. 

 

Finally, if you know your child is still running a fever, it is not a good idea simply to give 

them Tylenol and send them onto school because as soon as the medicine wears off, you are 

apt to get the dreaded call from the school nurse to leave work and come to pick up your 

feverish child.  It is better to let them stay home in bed with a fever and take their 

medications at home until they are off all medicines and ready to learn for a full day in a 

classroom.  If you find a pattern of your child’s asking to stay home from school, especially 

if they are falling behind or appear anxious by the thought of attending school, or if there 

does not appear to be an obvious physical symptoms, it may be a good idea to contact your 

school nurse and your health care provider to discuss your concerns.   Remember, whenever 

you keep your child home from school, please call the school nurse or attendance office in 

advance of the start of the school day and leave a message that your child will be absent. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost and Found Items:  A few items have been collected in the office. 
 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS:  

• CALL THE SCHOOL IF YOUR CHILD IS ABSENT – 699-2318. 

• REMEMBER WHEN BRINGING YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL, FOR SAFETY REASONS NO 

VEHICLES SHOULD BE PARKED IN THE FRONT OF THE SCHOOL; PLEASE PARK IN THE 

ELEMENTARY PARKING LOT. 

 
 

 

 


