
        
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

This month’s character trait is Responsibility.   
 

 

 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

 

   January  5    Ski Club Begins  

January 16   NO School – Martin Luther King Day 

January 19   Eagle Time – Hosted by Grade 3 

   January 26   End of 2
nd
 Marking Period 

       Grade 6 Moving Up Day 

   January 27   NO School for Students 

       Staff Development Day 

    

 

 

 

 

Communication and Information: 

Message from our Principal:  Mrs. Poulin 
 
Dear Parents, 

As many of you may already know, there has been a recent change with New York State’s 
curriculum and learning expectations for teaching and learning. We have been working on 
investigating and planning for the change that has come to education with the newly adopted 
Common Core Standards. I am including some information below about the new Math Common Core 
Standards that will be highly interested in reading for parents. I hope you enjoy reading this 
informational excerpt from www.engageNY.org which is a very comprehensive website developed by 
the NY State Education Department. We will be continuing to use the site as a resource in our 
planning work.  

The area of “fluency” is an area in which parents can truly help. Think of it this way, if 
someone were to ask your child their name, he/she would answer with NO delay. If someone were 
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to ask your child a math fact, he/she should also be able to answer the math fact with NO delay. 
The new Common Core Math Standards are intensely stressing the concept of fluency. Please have 
conversations daily at home that engages in math fact practice for addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division. Please don’t under estimate how much a child’s math fact fluency will 
help them with beginning algebraic thinking and beyond. Enjoy the time you spend talking about 
math facts. Thank you for continuing to be our partner in education. 

 

Warm Regards, 

Mrs. Poulin 
 

Excerpt from www.engageNY.org  : 
Priorities in the Math Standards 

There are two design principles in the math standards that are at the very heart of improving math 

education: focus and coherence. To understand the shifts required to implement the Common Core and 
to raise the levels of mathematics proficiency for all students, it is essential to understand these 

principles and how they fundamentally change the typical U.S. approach to math education. 

The concept of focus requires that at each grade level students and teachers will focus their time, their 
energy, and their resources on a few things. Without markedly greater focus, students are not likely to 

reach greater levels of fluency and conceptual understanding. In other words, by doing fewer things at 

each grade level, students are actually able to go farther in developing sophisticated math concepts as 

they progress through middle and high school mathematics. 

There are no more than a couple of these key areas of focus at each grade level. Focus allows the 

teacher to be patient in teaching the content, giving students the opportunity to understand the 

concept and practice applying the concept in order to reach a deep and fluent understanding. This is in 

contrast to current mathematics curriculum that is famously described as a mile wide and an inch deep 

in which both teachers and students are obligated to race through, regardless of the student’s command 

of the concept. By taking the time to not simply memorize math procedures through gimmicks or 

mnemonics, and getting to a level of understanding where fluency is expected, students will be able to 

build upon their knowledge of math in an efficient and effective progression. A fragmented sampling 

type curriculum works against this expectation. It is for this reason that focus is “job one” of the 

Common Core math standards. 

A classroom in which everyone is struggling to “cover the curriculum” is not a classroom where deep 

and fluent understanding can develop. It is also not a classroom where students can be expected to 

work on rich problems that take fundamentals for granted. Finally, it is not a classroom where 

mathematics educators can bring to life the Mathematical Practices in the Standards. Without focus, 

such ambitions are dreams. 

Areas deserving intense focus are listed below: 

Priorities in Support of Rich Instruction and Expectations of 
Fluency and Conceptual Understanding 
Grade K–2 Addition and subtraction, measurement using whole number quantities 
Grades 3–5 Multiplication and division of whole numbers and fractions 
Grade 6 Ratios and proportional reasoning; early expressions and equations 
Grade 7 Ratios and proportional reasoning; arithmetic of rational numbers 
Grade 8 Linear algebra 
 

The second design principle of coherence actually results from the ability to focus on fewer concepts 
that matter. Coherence is a result of the efficient and effective progression described previously, and 



refers to the ability to actually make sense of the mathematics that students are encountering. The 

standards are carefully placed within the grade levels to build relationships between concepts of 

mathematics and even more critically, they follow a grade by grade progression in which student 

understanding of mathematical concepts and applications matures. In an overcrowded curriculum that 

merely covers a multitude of topics there is no expectation and, simply stated, no room for developing 

this type of sense‐making about math. 

Implications 
So, what does this mean for Common Core Standards implementation plans? For one thing, transition 

plans must be as much about what to cease doing as they are to be about the content scope and 

sequence to be addressed. We therefore encourage organizations working toward quality 

implementation of the standards to begin the process with an intense focus on the areas listed in the 

table above. Any exemplars, curricular units, professional development support, intervention planning, 

assessment adjustments, data systems and resource investments should focus intensely on these areas. 

There is time to flesh out as we go. In the short term, plans for partial or phased implementation should 

only consider these high value concepts. 

In order to make room for these areas of focus, teachers shouldn’t be asked to continue what they are 

doing and also focus intensely on these areas.  

 

 

 

Message from the Nurse: Mrs. Golley  

 
 

Tips from the School Health OfficeTips from the School Health OfficeTips from the School Health OfficeTips from the School Health Office    
WHEN TO KEEP A CHILD HOME 

WITH ILNESS DURING COLD AND FLU SEASON 

 
Sometimes it can be difficult for a parent to decide whether to send children to school when 

they wake up with early symptoms of an illness or complaints that they do not feel well.  In 

general, during cold and flu season, unless your child is significantly ill, the best place for them 

is in school where they have all already been exposed to the same germs and where they are 

less likely to expose other more vulnerable people, like the very young or very old, to their 

routine bouts of cold and flu.  Remind and show your children to discard used tissues promptly, 

not to share personal items, to cover their mouths when they cough or sneeze, to keep their 

hands away from their face, and to wash hands thoroughly and often with soap and warm water.  

Suggest that they silently sing the Happy Birthday song twice while washing their hands.   

However, there are some situations in which it is best to plan on keeping your child home for a 

day to rest or to arrange for an appointment with your health care provider.  The following are 

a few such situations that warrant watching and possibly conferring with your health care 

provider. 

 

School Health Services 



� Persistent fever greater than 100.4 orally, including a fever that requires control with 

medication, like Tylenol 

� Child is too sleepy or ill from an illness, like vomiting and/or diarrhea, to profit from 

sitting in class all day 

� Significant cough that makes a child feel uncomfortable or disrupts the class 

� Sore throat that is severe, accompanied by fever and/or feeling ill, that persists longer 

than 48 hours, OR after known exposure to a confirmed case of Streptococcal throat 

infection 

� Hone-crusted sore around the nose or mouth or rash on other body parts that might be 

impetigo; OR a rash in various stages including boils, sores and bumps that may be chicken 

pox; OR a significant rash accompanied by other symptoms of illness such as fever 

� Red, runny eyes that distract the child from learning 

� Large amount of discolored nasal discharge, especially if accompanied by facial pain or 

headache 

� Severe ear pain or drainage from the ear 

� Severe headache, especially if accompanied by fever 

� Any condition that you think may be serious or contagious to others. 

 

Whenever there is an outbreak of a specific contagious infection, the school sends out a notice 

to alert you to watch out for any symptoms.   If your child starts to develop symptoms, it is 

important that you alert your own health care provider that your child had possible exposure.  

Be sure to ask your provider when it is safe for your child to return to school, both for your 

child’s health and for the health of the rest of the school.  If you send your child to school even 

though you suspect there is significant illness as described above, please call the school nurse 

to provide her/him with phone numbers where you can be reached that day should your child 

become more ill and require early dismissal. 

 

Finally, if you know your child is still running a fever, it is not a good idea simply to give them 

Tylenol and send them onto school because as soon as the medicine wears off, you are apt to get 

the dreaded call from the school nurse to leave work and come to pick up your feverish child.   

It is better to let them stay home in bed with a fever and take their medications at home until 

they are off all medicines and ready to learn for a full day in a classroom.  If you find a pattern 

of your child’s asking to stay home from school, especially if they are falling behind or appear 

anxious by the thought of attending school, or if there does not appear to be any obvious 

physical symptoms, it may be a good idea to contact your school nurse and your health care 

provider to discuss your concerns.  Remember, whenever you keep your child home from school, 

please call the school nurse or attendance office in advance of the start of the school day and 

leave a message that your child will be absent. 

 

Message from the Guidance Office:  Mr. LaCroix 

 
How can we help our children choose the right friends?   Between the ages of 5 and 12, 
making friends is one of the most important missions of middle childhood - a social skill that will 

endure throughout their lives. Developmentally, school-age children are ready to form more 



complex relationships. They become increasingly able to communicate both their feelings and 

their ideas, and they can better understand concepts of time- - past, present, and future. At 

this age they are no longer so bound to the family or so concerned mostly about themselves but 

begin relying on peers for companionship, spending more time with friends than they did during 

the preschool years. Day by day they share with one another the pleasures and frustrations of 

childhood. 

 

Choosing friends A number of factors can come into play as your youngsters selects their 

friends. If they feel well about themselves, and if they have been loved and respected within 

the family, they are more likely to make good choices of friends. If you and your spouse relate 

to each other well, and if your children have caring and supportive relationships with brothers 

and sisters, they will have seen and experienced positive examples of how people can relate, and 

they will carry these impressions over into their own friendships - including the friends they 

choose. On the other hand, if those family experiences have not been supportive and 

confidence-boosting, they are more likely to seek out peers who have similar types of troubles. 

Take some time to help your children understand why they choose the friends they do. This is 

an opportunity to discuss their values, feelings, and behaviors.  

 

Healthy friendships   A healthy friendship is one in which both children are on an equal footing. 
Neither child should dominate the other to make all the decisions on what activities to pursue. 

They should share and make an effort to please each other. They should also be capable of 

problem-solving on their own: If one boy wants to play with a particular toy that belongs to his 

buddy, they will probably work out a time schedule so that each can have a turn. Or they might 

devise alternative activities that they can do together.  

Language skills are essential for building and solidifying a good friendship. During middle 

childhood, friends learn to communicate clearly with one another, sharing secrets, stories, 

feelings, and jokes. Children with language or speech problems often have difficulty making 

friends, frequently using inappropriate words and missing out on subtle messages and cues - 

verbal as well as nonverbal - from their peers. 

 

A "best" friend   In middle childhood some youngsters concentrate their social activity on a 

single best friend. In these relationships children usually match themselves with someone with 

whom they feel completely compatible, someone who is capable of meeting their needs for 

companionship, approval, and security.  

These can be wonderful friendships, the kind that seem as though they will last a lifetime - 

sometimes they actually do. Even though parents often worry that exclusive friendships can be 

confining and stifling, and that their child has too much invested in this single relationship, most 

experts disagree. Sharing experiences, thoughts, and feelings with one special pal can often be 

more satisfying than spending time with a large group, as long as these two friends are having a 

positive influence on each other and are not excluding themselves from a broad range of 

experiences.  

 

Negative peer influences   Dealing with negative peer influences is a challenge, but there are 
solutions. Some parents may demand that their own youngster stop spending time with this "bad 

influence," but this may not be the best strategy. In most cases a better strategy is to 



reinforce positive friendships with other children whose behavior and values meet with your 

approval. Encourage your youngster to invite these children over to your house to play. Arrange 

activities that are somewhat structured, mutually enjoyable, and time-limited, such as bowling, 

bicycling, or watching a sporting event.  

At the same time, do not hesitate to express your displeasure over the less desirable 

playmates. Speak calmly and rationally when you explain why you would prefer that your children 

not spend time with them. Let them know the consequences if they end up adopting the 

unacceptable behavior that you have seen in these other children, while still not absolutely 

forbidding your children to play with them. This approach will teach your youngsters to think 

more logically and assume responsibility for their own actions, and show that you trust their 

growing capacity to make the right decisions.  

 

With thanks to the American Academy of Pediatrics  
 

Message from the PTO: 

 
Book Fair and Family Fun Night 
Thank you again to all of the generous volunteers who gave their time and energy to these 
events!  Without volunteers, we would not be able to open the Book Fair during the day.  
Family Fun Night was a huge success and the children had an enjoyable evening.   
  
Craft Show 
The PTO’s 2nd Annual Craft Show was held on Saturday, December 17th.  Thank you to all 
who contributed their time and effort.   
  
Box Tops 
We are getting closer to our goal of raising $1,500 in Box Tops!  Please keep sending them 
in!  We will be sending our next shipment at the end of January.  Please feel free to send 
Box Tops in with your students or drop them off in our collection boxes located at TOPS 
Market in Ellicottville or at the Great Valley Post Office.   
  
Get involved! 
Come find out what the PTO is doing and get involved.  PTO continues to help the students 
and community.  It can’t be done without all of the volunteers!  Our next meeting is 
Tuesday, January 17th, at 3:15pm in the elementary art room.   If you would like to 
volunteer in the PTO organization, please call Melanie Van Wicklin at 699-4578. 
 

�  �   �   �   �   �   �   �    �   �   �   �    �   �    �   �    �   � � 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

• CALL THE SCHOOL IF YOUR CHILD IS ABSENT – 699-2318. 

 

• REMEMBER WHEN BRINGING YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL, FOR SAFETY REASONS NO 

VEHICLES SHOULD PARK IN THE FRONT OF THE SCHOOL. PLEASE PARK IN THE 

ELEMENTARY PARKING LOT OR USE THE DROP OFF ZONE AREA. Observe the “No Parking 

This Side” signs for the safety of everyone. 


